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M\IATTER OF: Subscriptlan to periodical.

013 E ST:
Appropriated funds ray be used to purce
subscrptiou to periodical if subscriptiou
La justified as a 'cessayT ' agtncy otpense.
Subscription nee4 not be cmaidored indi3--
posable. 21 CUp. (eu. 339 (194l' is no
longer applicable.

his 4ecision respond3 to a xequest by Ka. Mne C. Hansen, an
authorized Certifying Officer of the Mining LEnforcC9t and safety
Aiinistration (SA), Deartmet Of the Interior, concereitg thle
propriety of paymet of $11.0O for me year's subsexiption to the
Federal &ployees News Digest, hi.ch was requisitioned by a 2*A

employee.

Citing our decisoi iin 21 cmp. Cen. 339A'41941)9 the
Certifying Officer requests otr deterivnation, whether:

"* * * It is appropriate to pay for this
periodical or like newspapers or periodicals
Which do not appear to be ludispesable for the
accCMlisubMent of the Misson of the 4ining
Bnforcent and Sfety Administration."

In the case citedp we held that purchase of certain publications was
appropriate only where it was diniatratively deteained that their
acquisition was "idispensable--a distiguished from ierely daesirebue
or helpful--to the accomplisbcment of the purposesl' for which a
specific appropriation was rw4e, Id., 341. -

However, our 1941 decision vas based on aection the Act
of Harch 15, 1898, 30 Stat. 316:,\; .ch provided:

"That hereafter law books, books of
refotence, and periodicals for use of day
Executive Department, or Other Goveranet
establiss t* * at the seat of Governrawt
shall not be purchased or paid for from any
appropriation made foT contingt weanses
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* - o; for =ny speifiac or gereral pwrPosa U3 'ea'

8 Ufb purch~Ae is Autho-dzed and payment thevae-
for specifically provxided in tha law granting --
tde approriation.^

Thia statuit2ty provision wa repe.aled in V5460 and 21 Comp. Gen.
339 w loe8 for application. The turent rule with- respect; to
periodica1 subseciptiom is te same As that gove-Iz propaxed uses
of appropriated fuinds garally, I.e., their pasch~ae must =ly bc

justified ts a 'Oe-essary e o-f the ancy. see 3)9 co. cen.
27 id. 746,l 74 7 (1948).

Accoxdlngly, the instant voiucber (Uieb is rewmed herewith
to the Cextifyik~ Officeir) may be paid, if oatbare cozmct2 upon

0inL~~-retv detai.,itiation that a subsc ip?1tio ~ ed~erawinistratie tbtdo th£: WDg Parl
3ployees News tligest is adcessary in catying out MSA's Functions.
see gezne'1ly, 51 Comp. Gen. 797-7(1971)'; B-i72556/.Decetmber 29$, lti71;

* t .B-i7l8j6,/1 1yarth 3, 1971.
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